12.10.2022: 3rd Sunday of Advent
12.17.2022: 4th Sunday of Advent
12.24.2022: Christmas at Midnight
12.31.2022: Solemnity of Mary

DEAR COMMUNITY, (3/19/20)
FIRST OF ALL, HAPPY SPRING, WHICH UNIQUELY BEGINS TODAY WITHOUT BENEFIT OF SUNSHINE OR OTHER
FANFARE. BUT THINGS ARE GREENING UP EVEN IN THE DARKNESS OF OUR DAYS AND NIGHTS, AND EVERY TIME THE
RAIN STOPS THE BIRDS MIRACULOUSLY APPEAR AND BEGIN SINGING. THE PULSE OF LIFE REMAINS STRONG IN SPITE
OF EVERY-THING.
THE MOST IMPORTANT COMMUNAL UPDATE, THOUGH, IS THAT I SADLY FEEL THE NEED TO CANCEL OUR COMMUNAL LITURGIES FOR THE TIME BEING. I HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THE TIME BEING IS, BUT AS OF NOW IT WILL EXTEND
THROUGH THE REST OF THE SEASON OF LENT (3/21, 3/28, 4/4) AND THE TRIDUUM (4/9-10-11). I BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT TO BITE THE BULLET AND DO THIS NOW SO THAT ALL OF US CAN STOP AGONOZING OVER WHETHER OR
NOT TO SELF-ISOLATE FROM ONE ANOTHER. I FIND IT ABHORRENT, BUT NECESSARY UNDER THE UNCERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES WITH WHICH WE ARE LIVING.
IN AN ATTEMPT TO KEEP US COMMUNALLY CONNECTED DURING THIS DISTANCING, I INTEND TO CONTINUE
OFFERING LITURGY AS BEST AS POSSIBLE. I WILL COMPILE EACH LITURGICAL SERVICE, INCLUDING THE READINGS
AND A HOMILY, AND SEND THEM OUT ON THE DAY OF THE CELEBRATION. I ENCOURAGE YOU TO PRAY WITH THE
LITURGY OF THAT DAY AND CELEBRATE ITS EUCHARIST ON YOUR OWN (OR IN COUPLES AND FAMILIES WHERE
APPLICABLE). AND ALSO, PLEASE, TO SEND OUT TO THE REST OF US YOUR OWN PRAYERS AND THOUGHTS AND
SHARING AS YOU FEEL CALLED.
AND ESPECIALLY IF YOU HADN’T YET FOUND TIME FOR JOAN CHITTISTER’S THE TIME IS NOW, THIS TIME OF
SOLITUDE GIVES IT TO YOU. WE MIGHT DO SOME COMMON READING AND SHARE SOME INSIGHTS HERE AS WE
WEND OUR WAY THROUGH THIS SINGULAR WORLDWIDE CRISIS. THE TIME IS SURELY NOW TO FIND COMMON
GROUND AND UNITED PURPOSE IN SOMETHING BESIDES A LOOMING FEAR OF ONE ANOTHER. AS CHITTISTER ASKS
RIGHT UP FRONT: WITH THE WORLD AROUND US CRACKING AT THE SEAMS AND AMERICA IN A STATE OF
POLARIZATION AND POLICITAL DIS-ARRAY…HOW DO WE REALLY GET OUT OF THE SWAMP WE’RE IN? BY
CONFRONTING IT. HOW? TRUTHFULLY. WHAT WILL THAT TAKE? A MODEL, A VISION, A COMMITMENT,
COURAGE… AND YOU.
SHALOM. MAY WE ALL STAY WELL. AND CONNECTED…
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3rd SUNDAY OF ADVENT (GAUDETE) – 12/10/22
Reading One: Isaiah 35:1-10
The wilderness and the dry land will be glad, and the desert will rejoice and blossom. Like the winter crocus, it will bloom
abundantly and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
All will see the glory and the majesty of our God. So strengthen the weak hands, and firm up the feeble knees. Say to
those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God, who comes to save you.” The eyes of the
sightless will be opened, and the ears of the unhearing unstopped; the lame will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
mute sing for joy. For waters will break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand will become
a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals will become a swamp, the grass will be reeds and
rushes. A highway will be there – the Holy Way. It will be for God’s people; no travelers, not even fools, will go astray.
But the redeemed will walk there. The ransomed of God will return, and come to Zion singing; everlasting joy will be
upon their heads; and sorrow and sighing will be no more.
Psalmody: Psalm 146:6-10 (Rodger Kalbfleisch)
cantor will sing verses
♫ God, come and save us. ♫
Reading Two: James 5:7-10
Be patient, dear sisters and brothers, for the coming of Christ. Just as the farmer waits for the precious crop from the
earth, being patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains, you also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts,
for Christ’s coming is near. Do not grumble and be cross with one another. As an example of suffering and patient endurance, look to all the prophets who spoke in the name of God.
Gospel Acclamation
♫ Alleluia! God’s Word is here! May we be inspired by all that we hear! Alleluia! ♫
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 (Jesus Seminar, alt)
While John was in prison, he heard about what the Anointed had been doing and he sent his disciples to ask, “Are you
the one who is to come or are we to wait for another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and report to John what you have
heard and seen: The blind see again and the lame walk; lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised, and
the poor have the good news preached to them. Blessed are those who don’t take offense at me.” After John’s disciples
had departed, Jesus began to talk about John to the crowds: “What did you go out to the wilderness to gawk at: A reed
shaking the wind? What did you really go out to see? A man dressed in fancy clothes? But wait! Those who wear fancy
clothes are found in regal quarters. Come on, what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, that’s what you went out to
see, yet someone more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it was written: Here is my messenger, whom I send
on ahead of you to prepare your way before you. I swear to you, among those born of women no one has arisen who is
greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in heaven’s domain is greater than he.”
The good news of our risen brother Jesus the Christ.
♫ Alleluia! This is God’s Word! Make us hearers and doers of what we have heard! Alleluia! ♫
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Homily (Elsie Hainz McGrath)
Patience, people! But what is it: to be patient? Especially if we are reading every piece of propaganda that issues from
Vatican City, or Washington, DC, or Jefferson City. Especially if we ponder how many of today’s blind will ever see, or deaf
ever hear? How many of today’s poor have ever heard any good news? How many of today’s hopeless people will ever
really live again?
It’s all in the semantics. Patience doesn’t mean to wring our hands and roll our eyes and sigh with a deep sense of
hopelessness. Real patience is analogous to hope; real patience is defined by hope. And our enduring hope is for peace –
better exemplified in the Jewish word shalom, which better encompasses the over-all-wholeness that gives wings to our
heart, epiphanies to our mind, and dexterity to our hands. Our Advent hope believes that God’s justice does dwell here,
God’s mercy does live among us, God’s power does live within us, and God’s freedom does save us.
That’s why Jesus’ message to John’s disciples was so meaningful. He was not giving John a “yes” or a “no” answer, as if he
was responding to a quick quiz. He was speaking in prophetic language – the prophetic language of Isaiah, whose words
both Jesus and John had been thoroughly steeped in. It was perhaps the only thing Jesus and John had in common, this
knowledge of and trust in the prophets. And their passion to do their part to bring about the changes needed, changes
for the good of all, peaceful changes.
In the time of Isaiah, Israel was berated over its abject neglect of the poor, widows and orphans, homeless beggars, you
know, like these United States are in our time. John was begging people to repent and change their hardened hearts, as
today’s prophets are still doing. And those Jesus was healing were precisely those John had been trying to baptize into
wholeness, for baptism is only a sign – a sign that points to “The Holy Way.”
So why do we rejoice on this day, when John the Baptist is confined to a prison from which we know he will never
emerge? Well, Brittney Griner made it this week. Volodymyr Zelenskyy made Time’s Man of the Year. Raphael Warnock
made the US Senate, and even with the name of an archangel! Somehow, the Respect for Marriage bill passed the
House. And, hey, Willson Contreras made the St. Louis Cardinals!
Despite what seems to be endless bad news, with liberal doses of violence and greed and bigotry, we remain a people of
hope, a people of peace, a people of righteous passion. We rejoice in one another’s company, and in being able to share
in each other’s travails as well as our triumphs, for the more deeply we share ourselves the more we become who we
are called to be, and the more we become who we are called to be the more miracles we can wrought. And we remain a
people of joy, but always we seek “The Holy Way,” always we seek Wisdom…
I cannot think unless I have been thought
Nor can I speak unless I have been spoken
I cannot teach except as I am taught
Or break the bread except as I am broken.
…Come, hidden Wisdom, come with all you bring
Come to me now, disguised as everything.
[Malcolm Guite]
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4th SUNDAY OF ADVENT – 12/17/22
Reading One: Isaiah 7:10-14
God spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of your God. Let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not
ask. I will not put my God to the test.” And God said, “Hear me, O House of David! Is it too little for you to weary one
another, that you weary your God too? I will give you a sign in any case. A young woman shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Emmanuel.”
Psalmody: Psalm 24:1-6 (Rodger Kalbfleisch)
cantor will sing verses
♫ O, let God enter, who is clothed in glory. ♫
Reading Two: Romans 1:1-7
From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle set apart for the service of the gospels that God promised
long ago through the prophets in the holy scriptures. This is the gospel concerning God’s Son, who was descended of David according to the flesh and designated the Anointed One in power according to the Spirit in his resurrection from the
dead – Jesus Christ, our Lord – through whom we have received grace and our apostolic mission of winning the obedience of faith among all the nations for the honor of his holy name. You are among these, and by God’s call you belong to
Jesus Christ. So to all of you, beloved sisters and brothers in Rome who are called to be saints: grace and peace from God
our Source, and from our Redeemer, Jesus the Christ.
Gospel Acclamation
♫ Alleluia! God’s Word is here! May we be inspired by all that we hear! Alleluia! ♫
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 (David Bentley Hart, alt)
The birth of Jesus the Anointed took place as follows: While his mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, but before they
had been joined, she was found to be pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Since Joseph her husband was a good man and did not
want to make a spectacle of her, he planned to divorce her quietly. As he was pondering these matters, an angel of God
appeared to him in a dream, saying: “Joseph, descendant of David, do not fear to receive Mary as your wife, for what has
been begotten within her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son and you will declare his name to be Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins. All of this has occurred in order that there might be fulfilled what God spoke through the
prophet: ‘See! The young woman shall conceive in her womb and shall bear a son, and they shall declare his name to
be Emmanuel’ (which means God with us). So Joseph, having arisen from sleep, did as God’s angel had bidden him. He
received his wife. But he had no intimacy with her until she bore a son. And Joseph declared his name to be Jesus.
The good news of our risen brother Jesus the Christ.
♫ Alleluia! This is God’s Word! Make us hearers and doers of what we have heard! Alleluia! ♫
Homily (Elsie Hainz McGrath)
The young woman shall conceive and bear a son and shall call his name Emmanuel. This, according to Isaiah, was the sign
of God’s power that was wrought solely for the benefit of Ahaz, so that he might believe, and that by his believing he
might bring solace to his people who, God is trying to assure Ahaz, will experience peace and harmony of the nations in
days to come. Ahaz represents the nation of Judah, which is being squeezed between Syria and Israel, herein called Aram
and Ephraim, who are fighting the Syro-Ephraimite War.
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In the story, ahead of this “sign” we heard about in today’s reading, God had said to the frightened Ahaz, If you do not
stand firm in faith, you shall not stand at all. This seems to be the crux of the story that Matthew appropriated for reasons of his own. If you do not stand firm in faith, you shall not stand at all. Too bad that we are not given the beginning
of this story in our lectionary account because knowing the whole story would make Matthew’s story of a love gone awry
more understandable. While discerning how he might break off their betrothal without destroying Mary’s life, Joseph
hears the voice of God saying, Joseph, believe. I am with you, and all shall be well. If you do not stand firm in faith, you
shall not stand at all. Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. And Joseph never looks back.
This is Joseph’s annunciation story. Joseph had to have an annunciation because he was of the House of David – and all
the scriptures pointed to the Redeemer being of the House of David. Joseph was essential to this story of a miracle birth.
And to claiming the babe as his own in the naming of him, which was a mark of the legitimacy. And we are grateful to the
person we call Matthew for dreaming it up, because without it we would have a completely one-sided myth of Mary’s
miracle pregnancy.
Even so, we tend to pretty much disregard the essential place of a man called Joseph in the larger story of Christmas. We
spend more time waxing eloquent on the shepherds and the magi than we do on the legitimate father of the child. That
pseudo-Matthew could come up with this Joseph-dream is a bit of brilliance, though I daresay people in those long-ago
days were more in touch with their dreams than we are. They were less leery of spirituality. They lived closer to the
Earth, closer to the wonders of nature, closer to the reality of life’s interconnectedness.
Having come to the conclusion that the man Jesus was uniquely touched by God, those followers who felt a need to
perpetuate this Jesus Movement knew they had to find unique ways to hold on to the next-generation kids who were
drifting away. As well as new ways to introduce this Christian way of life to persons who had never heard of Jesus at
all. Especially because they were all stressing the divine nature of the man – to people who experienced long nights
of dreaming and great familiarity with a variety of religious mythologies – how better introduce Jesus’ divinity than via
dream sequences? Connecting the dream sequences to biblical prophecies made them all the better – iron-clad testimonies, so to speak – despite the different stories’ somewhat obvious contradictions. Miracles to believe in, to hold on to in
dark times, to relive and replicate and pass along to generations to come.
Don Quixote, hero of “impossible dreams,” said: Sanity may be madness, but the maddest of all is to see life as it is and
not as it should be. Dreams are miracles, and very mythological, even when they are our own dreams. Not a lot of logic
there. Lots of room for interpretation. And definitely other-worldly. But filled with our own realities, our own wisdom,
our own life-giving invitations. We are all blessed with our dreams, even the ones we call “bad,” for our dreaming is our
lifelong interconnectedness, our inner path to Holy Wisdom: the very Wisdom of God to whom we cry in tonight’s first O
Antiphon, O Come, O Wisdom of our God Most High, guiding creation with power and love: come to teach us our path of
knowledge.
Or, in those words of God that we should have begun tonight’s readings with, If you do not stand firm in faith, you shall
not stand at all. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.
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CHRISTMAS MASS AT MIDNIGHT – 12/24/22
Reading One: Isaiah 9:1-6
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has
shone. You have brought them abundant joy and great rejoicing, as they rejoice before you as at the harvest, as people
make merry when dividing profits. For the yoke that burdened them, the pole on their shoulder, you have smashed, as
on the day of Midian. For every boot that tramped in battle and every cloak rolled in blood will be burned, as fuel for the
flames. A child is born to us, an heir is given us, upon whose shoulders dominion rests; and whose name will be called
Wonderful-Counselor, Mighty-God, Everlasting-Holy-One, Giver-of-Peace. This One’s reign is vast and forever peaceful,
from David’s throne and over David’s realm, and it will be confirmed and sustained by righteousness and justice, both
now and forevermore. The zeal of the All-Holy God will do this!
Psalmody: Psalm 97:1,6,11-12 (Nan C Merrill, alt)
♫ A light will shine on us this day: a Babe is born for us. ♫
Let the earth rejoice! Let the heavens be glad!
Let the voices of all people blend in harmony!
Sing with joy before the Beloved, who radiates Love to all the earth.
Love is triumphant over the world,
bringing order and equilibrium to all of creation.
♫ A light will shine on us this day: a Babe is born for us. ♫
Reading Two: Titus 2:11-14
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, teaching us to reject an irreverent way of life and worldly greed,
and in the present age to live as responsible beings, upright and godly, while we await our blessed hope –
the glorious coming of our great beloved Savior, Jesus the Christ, who gave himself to us, redeemed us,
and called us to live in his holy way, as people who are passionate for the good.
Gospel Acclamation
♫ Alleluia! God’s Word is here! May we be inspired by all that we hear! Alleluia! ♫
Gospel: Luke 2:1-14 (Jesus Seminar, alt)
In those days it so happened that a decree was issued by Emperor Augustus that a census be taken of the whole civilized
world. This first census was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everybody had to travel to their ancestral city to
be counted in the census. So Joseph too went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David
called Bethlehem, because he was a descendant of David, to be counted in the census with Mary, to whom he was betrothed. Mary was pregnant, and it so happened while they were there that the time came for her to give birth; and she
gave birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in strips of cloth and laid him in a feeding trough, because there was
no room for them in the inn.
Now in the same area there were shepherds living outdoors. They were keeping watch over their sheep at night, when
a messenger of God stood near them, and the glory of God shone around them. They became terrified. But the messenger said to them, “Don’t be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy, which is to benefit the whole nation. Today in the
city of David, a Savior was born to you, the Anointed One. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in
strips of cloth and lying in a feeding trough.”
And suddenly there appeared with the messenger a whole host of the heavenly angels praising God: “Glory to God in the
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highest, and on earth peace to the people of God!”
The good news of our risen brother Jesus the Christ.
♫ Alleluia! This is God’s Word! Make us hearers and doers of what we have heard! Alleluia! ♫
Homily (a prayer from Ilia Delio, OSF)
O God, during this Christmas season, help us to see your Light
radiating in the tiniest grain of sand,
in the fungi that grows beneath our feet, in the wildflowers and trees
and in every living creature.
For you are Love, and love is the energy that ignites and enkindles.
To live in your love is to realize that darkness is simply differing
degrees of light,
and light pervades our universe!
Dispel our fears, O God, and awaken the hope that lies within us,
for justice, for peace, for unity, for a sustainable Earth,
knowing that with you all things are possible, and that living in you
all fear surrenders to joy.
As we celebrate your birth, O God,
help us to know that it is our birth as well.
Help us to know that without us
you have no place to dwell, to call “home.”
Without us, you cannot come to birth,
and if you cannot be born in us, then what do we live for?
Help us to see that,
like you, we are undergoing the pangs of new birth,
like you, we are not finished.
Our work together, you and I, O God, is to become whole and complete,
you in me and I in you.
Christmas is the feast of the whole person,
the whole creation,
the whole cosmos,
celebrating the wonder of new birth.
The universe is Theotokos,
God-bearing.
Everything alive is seeking you,
longing for you.
Christmas is the celebration of love:
in love with love and through love, you and me and all fragile creatures
are being born
into a new future, a new reality.
This new reality is the Christ. The humanity of Jesus is our humanity.
Awaken in me the truth of Christmas: you and I are bound together in love.
Together, you and I and all creation, we are the Christ,
and only through us can your dream for the Earth be realized.
Joy to the future fullness of Love!
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SOLEMNITY OF MARY – 12/31/22
Reading One: Numbers 6:22-27
God said to Moses: “Say to Aaron and Miriam and all priestly people, ‘Thus shall you bless the people of Israel: God bless
you and keep you; and may the face of God shine upon you and be gracious unto you. May God turn a loving countenance to you and give you peace.’ So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”
Psalmody: Psalm 67:2-3,5-6,8 (Nan C Merrill, alt)
♫ May God bless us with great mercy. ♫
O, that Love’s way would be lived throughout the Earth,
Love’s abiding power embraced by all the nations.
Let the nations listen and heed.
We are all called to live with integrity and justice.
And you, O Beloved Counselor,
will guide every nation on Earth.
Abandoning ourselves into the Heart of Love,
we need not worry or fret;
for Love’s grace abides wherever we are.
In Love let us make our home.
♫ May God bless us with great mercy. ♫
Reading Two: Galatians 4:4-7
When the time had fully come, God sent forth a child, born of a woman, born under the law to redeem those who were
under the law, so that we might all receive the grace of adoption. And because we were all children, the Spirit came into
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father! Amma! Mother!” So we are no longer slaves, but heirs: true children of God.
Gospel Acclamation
♫ Alleluia! God’s Word is here! May we be inspired by all that we hear! Alleluia! ♫
Gospel: Luke 2:16-21 (Jesus Seminar, alt)
The shepherds found Joseph and Mary, and the baby lying in a feeding trough. And when they saw this, they reported
what the heavenly messengers had told them about this child. Everyone who listened was astonished at what the shepherds told them. But Mary took all this in and quietly reflected on it. And the shepherds returned to their flocks, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, for everything was just as they had been told. And eight days later,
when the time had come to circumcise him, Joseph gave the child the name Jesus, the name which had been revealed to
him by the heavenly messenger before the babe was conceived in the womb.
The good news of our risen brother Jesus the Christ.
♫ Alleluia! This is God’s Word! Make us hearers and doers of what we have heard! Alleluia! ♫
Homily (MaryE Magdala)
The feast of Mary, Mother of God, was dogmatically pronounced in the Council of Ephesus, 431 years after the death of
Christ. It is an interpretation of the Greek devotion to Mary, as THEOTOKOS, God-Bearer.
I like the idea of a woman-giving-birth-to-God. It is a logic of the Christian mind, because Jesus is believed to be Son of
God, thus Mary is bearer and the birther of the Son of God, who is Emanu-el, God-with-us. The mystery of the incarnation cannot and would not have happened without a woman.

I am not sure if Mary, the woman from Nazareth, would have approved. Being a pious and faithful Jew, to consider her
son God would be blasphemy. But the Graeco-Roman mind was obsessed by human beings becoming gods. They believed in gods able to have sexual relations with human beings to produce demi-gods.
Catholic theological thinking has been wrapped and dressed for centuries in Graeco-Roman culture. Question is: do
we have to continue doing the same? Is it not more of a mystery to ponder on how God works in human beings in the
way Jesus, Mary and Joseph and their family lived to bring the Word of God to life? The family of Jesus is a priestly and
prophetic family. The Jewish writer of Matthew had carefully written the lineage of Jesus and Mary as in line with that of
King David.
The faithful life of the family of Jesus is what brought us the saving light of Christ. The focus is not on Divinity but on the
life of God, present in being human and limited. At this, I am in awe like Mary. “How can God reside in me? How can I
image God’s presence?”
It is good to always be reminded that Mary, Theotokos, lives among us all. We are called to live in the same faithful
expectation, to “have all things done in our life according to God’s Word.” Living in God’s word is to be a blessing. As the
priestly blessing in Numbers, we share in the priestly presence of Jesus, and we are called to live as blessings that bring
peace.
It is easy to get sidetracked from our call to live our humanity and focus on “heavenly mysteries”, high theology...
Mary lived the way she saw her life to be--- saying yes to God as a woman called to be a mother--- even as she has no
idea how it happened. Joseph said yes also, to be father to a child he knew was not his. From the human perspective, Jesus may have been an illegitimate child. His parentage was suspect. But that was not an obstacle to him following God’s
call, and he lived the Word through healing and affirming people as children of God.
I remember my professor saying, “Your heartache is your calling.” I can imagine Jesus’ pain was not being sure of his
paternal legitimacy, yet he discovered the love of God as Abba, with Mary and Joseph loving him through his growing-up
years.
It is also possible that Mary may have found him on the wayside, or he was left with her. Pardon the excursion, but I find
the idea of Jesus’ unknown beginnings to be the source of his compassionate heart to many “who do not belong.”
The story of a virgin bearing a child is a literary device used by most ancient writers to show “God’s power.” It was the
same in the story of the birth of the son of Hezekiah. It was to show “God is about to do something great.”
God indeed has done great things for Mary and her family. She has become a blessing to the world by living her life as
a faithful Jewish woman, and in being the Mother of Jesus, she is Theotokos, God-bearer. The feast of Mary, Mother of
God, calls us to a deeper understanding of God’s life in our limited humanity. Devotion to Mary is a call to ponder “her
response, her words, her life” as she “enfleshed” the Word. Indeed, she is not only the mother of Jesus, she is the Mother of the Christ; and Mother of the Church, a community of disciples.

